Fryderyk Chopin Memorial Bust
in Ealing, London

Message from
Mr. John Gallagher
Mayor of Ealing

Dear Reader,
I welcome this opportunity to thank Dr Marek Stella-Sawicki and the Polish
Heritage Society for presenting the bust of the great Polish composer, Fryderyk
Chopin to the people of Ealing and for display in our town hall. It has taken
sometime to finalise the details and it is a pleasure to see it installed in the most
important civic side of the town hall. It will be seen by our newest citizens at
their naturalization ceremonies and serve as a fitting reminder of Ealing’s long
association with Poland and of our Polish residents and for their contribution to
life in Ealing.
I am also taking this opportunity to welcome the mayor and councillors from
our Polish twin-town, Bielany, which is a suburb of Warsaw and the home of
Poland’s sports university. They are joining us for the installation of the bust and
the subsequent concert. They will be here for a few days, which I hope they will
find both entertaining and instructive.
I would like to thank the Bielany Steering Group and its chair, Cllr Ranjit
Dheer, JP, for the work they have done in bringing this project to its conclusion,
Dr Hugh Mather for arranging our musical entertainment, the leader of Ealing
Council, Cllr Julian Bell, our chief executive, Martin Smith, and his executive
assistant, Philip Lee Morris, for the work they undertook in finding a suitable
location, Jan and Rie Zylinski for providing the food and refreshment,
One Money Mail and 1MM Media for printing this programme and to all those
who assisted in making this venture a success.
With my very best wishes to everybody,
John Gallagher,
Mayor,
London Borough of Ealing
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Twinning of Ealing
with Bielany
At the instigation of the then Mayor of Ealing Cllr Julie Clements-Elliott, who was
aware of the existence of a large Polish community in Ealing, enquiries were made
in 1998 as to what place in Poland Ealing as a district of London could be twinned
with. With the help of Local Government International Bureau, who provided us
with profiles of districts of the Polish capital, Warsaw, which were interested in the
idea of twinning, the choice was made. Bielany were approached and were delighted
to accept our invitation. The Mayor of Bielany Karol Szadurski visited Ealing in April
of 1999 and together with Steve Breen, an officer of the council, went to a conference
of twinned towns in Poland and Britain in Southport, where they both spoke of the
expectations of benefits to both towns of mutual cooperation.
Following that first visit several of our Ealing mayors went to Warsaw over the
years and we hosted visits from Bielany. Each time discussions took place between
the guests and appropriate departments of the council and possible fields of
cooperation were suggested. The official signing by Cllr Dave Bond and the mayor of
Bielany of the declaration about cooperation took place in Ealing in 2000 and again
in Bielany by the Mayor Cllr Ranjit Dheer in December 2001
Subsequently several visits took place; schools in Ealing were linked electronically
with schools in Bielany, a meeting about ways of dealing with alcoholism in both
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towns was held here, to which an European class specialist from Bielany came and
held talks with Ealing police, consultations took place both here and in Warsaw about
recycling and environmental issues. Bielany has an extremely modern and efficient
waste disposal plant, where almost everything is reused. Guests visited schools, both
here and in Bielany. In 2004 we hosted a visit of a 40 person youth choir, who sung
in Questors Theatre during concerts to mark Poland’s entry into the European union.
In November 2004, the mayor of Bielany opened an exhibition about Poland in
Gunnersbury Park Museum again to mark the entry into European Union.
We hope that this present visit of councillors from Bielany will provide further
opportunities of developing closer links between our two districts for the benefit of all
residents of our towns.”
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Message from Chairman
of Polish Heritage Society (UK),
Dr. Marek Stella-Sawicki, KM

Ladies and Gentleman, distinguished Guests
It give me the greatest of pleasures to assist the Bielany-Ealing Committee in
organising this event. This beautiful bust of Fryderyk Chopin will forever remind
everyone of gratitude of Polish people in Ealing, who came here in adversity
and today massively contribute to not only this Borough but the whole United
Kingdom.
Ealing has a long standing tradition of music with a thriving community of
music societies and a general public that enjoys music concerts. It is therefore a
great pleasure to be able to work with several of these societies to help bring this
project to fruition.
Today, I am delighted to be present at the unveiling of the Fryderyk Chopin
Bust in Ealing Town Hall.

Polish Heritage Society (UK) Projects
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Programme of the Evening
The Chopin recital will be given by pianist Viv McLean, who lives in Harrow
and has a considerable following in Ealing. His programme is as follows :
Nocturne in C Sharp minor Op. post.
Nocturne in E Flat op. 9 No. 2
Ballade No. 3 Op. 47

Fantasy- Impromptu op. 66
Ballade No. 1 Op 23
Scherzo No. 3 Op. 39

Gala Chopin Recital performed
by the distinguished pianist Viv McLean
Viv McLean

(piano), the winner of the First Prize
at the 2002 Maria Canals International Piano Competition
in Barcelona, has performed at all the major venues in the
UK as well as throughout Europe, Japan, Australia and the
USA. He has played concerts with most major UK orchestras,
performed chamber music with leading groups such as the
Ysaye String Quartet and the Leopold String Trio. Viv studied
at the Royal Academy of Music and was the piano winner at
the Royal Overseas League Music Competition and one of three winners of the National
Federation of Music Societies’ Young Artists Competition, leading to various recitals
and concerto appearances throughout Great Britain. Viv has recorded regularly for
BBC Radio 3 and recorded for Sony Classical Japan and Naxos, as well as the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra’s own label.

Concert of Chopin Music at Victoria Hall, Town Hall,
6.30pm, Tuesday, 25th October 2011.
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Seven months of Fryderyk Chopin’s
life in Great Britain, April–November 1848
On the 23rd February 1848 revolution broke out on the streets of Paris.
The French Royal family fled to England
as did the majority of Chopin’s friends
and pupils. Public and private musical
events ceased and Chopin continued to
suffer further with his declining health
due to advanced stages of tuberculosis. Jane Stirling, his devoted friend
and pupil, together with her sister, Mrs
Katherine Erskine, came to his rescue.
They proposed that he should come to
London, convincing him that they would
find him some teaching and potential
concert engagements. Jane Stirling,
the daughter of a wealthy Scottish landowner and her sister, spent much of their
time in France and the Continent, meeting Chopin in Paris on or around 1842.
They become very good friends resulting
in Chopin gratefully dedicating two of his
nocturnes to Jane in 1844 (Op.55 Nos
1&2 - F minor & E flat major).
Fryderyk took up the Stirling sisters’
suggestion, arriving in London by train
at London Bridge Station on April 21st
1848. In fact, Chopin’s first visit to London in 1837, was arranged by Monsieur
Camille Pleyel. Both gentlemen have
been invited to a musical soiree at the
residence of Mr. James. In 1848, despite
the fact that many of his close friends
took part and actively supported the revolution in France, on his arrival in England, he loyally visited the French Royal
Family staying in Richmond, Surrey.
Due to its Polish character, Chopin’s
music was initially received in London

with a degree of suspicion as “nationalistic” but, this was not taken seriously by
those who instantly fell in love with his
compositions. Some newspaper critics,
specifically The Times, never missed
a chance to publicly criticise his work.
This reflected the attitude of some British politicians and the Government at
the prevailing time towards Poland,
which like the rest of the continental Europe had joined in the 1848 revolution.
Upon his arrival in London, Fryderyk
first moved into an apartment found
by Jane, at 10 Bentinck Street, just off
Cavendish Square. He soon discovered
that it was too expensive, so with practical help from Karol Szulczewski who
worked for the office of Prince Adam
Czartoryski, a member of the Polish Government in Exile, he moved to his next
London residence at 48 Dover Street.
From the records of his stay in England,
we know that he had with him – no less
then three pianos, located in his residence, apart from his favoured French
Pleyel, which he always travelled with.
He also had an Erard piano lent by Erard
(Sébastien Erard, was a French instrument maker of German origin) and his
“native” British instrument provided
with compliments by Henry Broadwood,
the London piano manufacturer. Henry
Broadwood purposefully arranged for
two concerts for Fryderyk in order to
help him financially. The first one at Mrs
Sartoris’s residence at 99 Eaton Place on
June 23rd and the second at Lord Falmouth’s London residence, St James’s
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Square on July 7th. From these initial
performances, Chopin earned £300 urgently needed to repair the state of his
fragile finances. He also performed privately for other members of London Society, such as Lady Gainsborough; Lady
Blessington at Gore House, Kensington,
and the Marquess of Douglas.
On May 15th, the most important of
these concert arrangements took place
at Lancaster House, the home of the
Duchess of Sutherland. Here
Chopin played before the HM
Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, the Duke of Wellington and a large number of
important guests. With
the end of July in sight,
Chopin was invited by
the Stirling sisters to
visit Scotland where
her relatives and many
friends lived. Henry
Broadwood accordingly
booked tickets for the train
journey from London Euston station to Edinburgh. The
party included Fryderyk with his
servant, Daniel, also Muir Wood, a pianist, responsible to Henry Broadwood
for the arrangement of Chopin’s Scottish
concerts. After a journey to Edinburgh
taking twelve hours, Chopin and his
companions arrived there on August 5th,
they were met at Lothian Road Station,
by a Polish exile, Doctor Lyszczynski,
who helped Chopin to recover after his
long and tiring journey. Chopin rested
for 2 nights at the Douglas Hotel and
on the 7th August was driven to Calder
House, the home of Jane’s brother-inlaw, Lord Torphichen. Here he spent a
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few relaxing weeks before his return to
Edinburgh where, again, he was met by
his Polish friend, Doctor Lyszczynski.
On August 25th, travelling south to
Manchester to visit his other friend from
Paris, Mr. Salis Schwabe and his wife
Julie who had arranged for him to perform for a large audience on the 28th.
Chopin found an audience of over 1200
waiting for him in the Gentlemen’s Concert Hall (sadly this building does not
exist anymore). He performed
with some Italian artists who
had arrived from London,
including the contralto
Marietta Alboni, Amelia
Corbari (seconda donna)
and the tenor Lorenzo
Salvi. The leader of the
accompanying orchestra
in Manchester was the
Edinburgh born violinist, Charles A. Seymour.
Chopin was paid £60 fee
in cash, which he gratefully received. After arriving in the concert hall, Chopin
characteristically decided to change
the repertoire for his performance and
played something quite different to the
officially printed Manchester posters.
Chopin’s actual performed programme
was as follows, in the first half; Andante
and Scherzo and in the second half; Nocturne, Etudes, and Berceuse. There was
20 minute interval in the middle of the
evening.
He travelled back to Edinburgh on
2nd September, this time to Johnstone
Castle, the home of Anne Houston, another of Jane’s many sisters. This was
followed by a visit to Milliken House, the
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home of Sir William and Lady Napier,
also Jane’s sister and finally to the home
of Lady Murray, whom he had met whilst
in London where she had been his first
pupil after his arrival from France. Despite a pre-planned concert on the 27th
in Glasgow, he decided to travel by train
to Edinburgh to meet up with Princess
Marcellina Czartoryska and her husband,
Prince Aleksander, who had arrived in
Scotland on September 23rd. Princess
Czartoryska had been a pupil of Chopin
and was an excellent pianist. He managed to return to Glasgow some two days
later in time for his next performance.
Chopin’s Glasgow concert was a great
success. The Glasgow Constitutional
wrote: “His closing performance in the
programme as ‘Prelude, Ballade, Mazurkas, Valses’ seemed an overflowing
stream of delicious melody varied beyond description.” The recital also included his beautiful Impromptu, Etudes,
Nocturnes, and the Berceuse. After his
success in Glasgow, he went to stay in
Perthshire, at the home of William Stirling, later Sir William Stirling Maxwell,
who was then engaged on writing an important book on the Spanish School of
painting. Returning to Edinburgh on October 4th, during the Caledonian Rout,
to perform at the Hopetoun Rooms. It
was a special occasion as Fryderyk was
the only artist in the concert playing for
nearly two hours, an extraordinary effort
for a gravely ill and fragile man.
It is generally accepted that this Edinburgh concert was his last real public
performance in Scotland. Judging by the
very favourable reviews, he must have
given of his very best to an audience of
music connoisseurs that included his

many Polish friends, who were able to
naturally appreciate his music.
After the concert, he returned to Calder
House where Katherine Erskine, a devout
Protestant, tried to unsuccessfully convert
him to her faith. With his health steadily
worsening, he complained in his letters:
“My Scottish ladies won’t leave me in peace
and keep coming to fetch me and drive
me round their family.” He travelled to
Wishaw House, the home of Lady Belhaven, and went on to stay with the Duchess
of Hamilton at Hamilton Palace, returning
to his close Polish friends, the Lyszczynskis
in Edinburgh, before returning on October
31st to London.
His final last public performance was
in London for the Polish cause at Guildhall, where he was greeted by friends and
compatriots. Fryderyk was pleased to have
taken part seeing it as his patriotic duty.
Returning to Paris on November 23rd,
he sadly died a year later, on October 17th
1849, aged only 39. Until the end, he was
closely attended by Jane Stirling, who
helped him financially during his last days,
even offering assistance to Chopin’s sister,
Louise, after his death.
Jane, together with her sister Katherine, and Chopin’s friend composer
F. Liszt, helped pay for his Paris funeral at
the Madeleine. From the records, we know
that this was a magnificent celebration of
his life, with a special performance of Mozart’s Requiem. Chopin had apparently
told Jane Stirling, that she was the only
one who knew the true date of his birth,
she made a note of it, placing it in a small
box which buried with him at Cimetière
du Père-Lachaiseon, Boulevard de Ménilmontant in Paris, thus taking this undiscovered romantic secret to his grave.
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Text of the two Chopin plaques
Fryderyk Chopin (1810-1849) Polish Romantic composer and virtuoso pianist.
Born Żelazowa Wola, Poland. Educated at the Warsaw Conservatoire. A political
exile in France following the suppression of the Polish 1830 “November” Uprising. In
1848 visited England and Scotland for 7 months for a series of concerts, including a
royal command performance in London before Queen Victoria. Died in Paris at the
age of 39.
The unveiling of the bust of Fryderyk Chopin marks the bi-centenary of the birth of
the Polish musical genius. It celebrates the close ties between the Polish community
and the Borough of Ealing, which offered a warm hand of friendship to those who
came here in adversity. A grateful Polish community continues to contribute to the
prosperity and vitality of Ealing. The unveiling at Ealing Town Hall on 25th October 2011, took place during the visit of Mr. Kacper Pietrusinski, the Deputy Mayor,
Mayor of Warsaw-Bielany on the 10th anniversary of its twinning with Ealing. The
Organising Committee gratefully acknowledges the support and generosity of the
Polish Cultural Institute and the Polish Heritage Society UK.

Varsovian by birth, Polish by heart,
citizen of the world by talent
Rodem warszawiak, sercem Polak,
a talentem świata obywatel
(C.K.Norwid)

Grateful Acknowledgements
Are due to Viv McLean and Dr. Hugh Mather, Ms Gillian Spragg for arranging
this concert of beautiful Chopin’s music. Both Mayors of Bielany and Ealing for the
unveiling, Mr. Jan and Rie Zylinski, Goniec Weekly and One Money Mail, for their
support as well as the Polish Culture Institute and the Polish Heritage Society (UK)
for valuable generous support to this project and to Mrs Malgorzata Zajaczkowska,
Mr Wiktor Moszczynski, Teresa Stella-Sawicka and Ealing-Bielany Committee for all
hard work.
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We are proud to support the unveiling of the
Fryderyk Chopin Memorial Bust in Ealing Town Hall.
One Money Mail Ltd is a Polish company which incorporates several brands
which are active on the European market.
TM

www.PrzekazyPieniezne.com

Sami Swoi - We have been providing our customers with
individual financial services for seven years now. During this
period we have achieved an unrivalled leading position in terms
of transfers from Great Britain to Poland. Thanks to our wide
range of transfer options we have gained the trust of over
70,000 customers. www.PrzekazyPieniezne.com

Sami Swoi Premium - Money transfer services aimed at small to
medium-sized businesses operating in Great Britain. The highest
level of service in looking after the interests of our customers
means that Sami Swoi Premium is the best solution in terms of
financial transfers for Polish businesses in Great Britain, and soon
in other EU countries as well. www.SamiSwoiPremium.com
1MM Media - The publisher of the oldest Polish magazine in
Great Britain, „Goniec Polski”, and the website Goniec.com

Goniec Polski - Free weekly publication dedicated to Polish
people living in Great Britain. The magazine covers both issues
directly linked to the life of Poles in Great Britain, and general
news from Poland, the UK and the rest of the world. Goniec
Polski is an excellent advertising platform for companies, brands
and products which want to reach Polish speakers living in
Great Britain.
Goniec.com - Website serves as an in-depth source of
information on all aspects of life of Polish community in the UK.
Goniec.com is a very attractive tool for any company wanting to
run a successful online campaign targetting Polish community in
the UK.
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