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Dr Paul Latawski , Military Academy Sandurst

Building an Army from Scratch:
The Creation of the Polish Army 1914 -1921

Abstract: On 11 November 1918, Poland regained its statehood but did
not possess developed institutions of state. Moreover, the consolidation
of the Polish state took place in the context of a tout azimuts conflict with
its neighbours to insure the survival of the state and to establish its
frontiers. For the reborn Poland, building an army was a necessity but in
military terms this effort presented an enormous challenge: How does one
build an army from scratch while at war? This presentation will consider
Polish efforts at 'military reconstruction' between 1914 and 1921 in two
periods: 1) Efforts during the First World War to lay foundations and their
outcome in 1918, and 2) Building an army under the exigencies of war
1919-1921.

Dr Andrzej Suchcitz , Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum
Polish generalship during the Polish  -Bolshevik War of 1919 -1920

Abstract: The paper will present the differing military traditions of the new
Polish Army’s generals (three different partitions plus those from the
Legions) and how their experiences during World War | affected their
command during the war with Bolshevik Russia. It will also focus on the
strategies and tactics used by the commanders to greater o lesser affect.
Ultimately it was no mean feat to forge a general officers corps in such a
short time and under such difficult circumstances, which under Pitsudski
defeated the Bolsheviks in a series of brilliant actions in the summer and
early autumn of 1920.

Anna Stefanicka 3LaVXGVNL ,QVWLWXWH /RQGRC(
SLOVXGVNLTV /HASFKOUWD@QEH RI ZRPHQ LQ 3LOVXG'

Abstract: Introduction to the formation of Josef Pilsudski’s Legions and
their first skirmishes with the Russian army. The vital roles of women
serving in Pilsudski’'s Legions. Consequences and unexpected
conclusions for their unique contribution.
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Poland’s greatest hero and perhaps greatest leader was Jézef PitsudskiB
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In aword, the father of the Polish nation. Thanks to Pitsudski’s military genius
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