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Dr Paul Latawski, Military Academy Sandurst
Building an Army from Scratch:
The Creation of the Polish Army 1914-1921
Abstract: On 11 November 1918, Poland regained its statehood but did
not possess developed institutions of state. Moreover, the consolidation
of the Polish state took place in the context of a tout azimuts conflict with
its neighbours to insure the survival of the state and to establish its
frontiers. For the reborn Poland, building an army was a necessity but in
military terms this effort presented an enormous challenge: How does one
build an army from scratch while at war? This presentation will consider
Polish efforts at 'military reconstruction' between 1914 and 1921 in two
periods: 1) Efforts during the First World War to lay foundations and their
outcome in 1918, and 2) Building an army under the exigencies of war
1919-1921.
Dr Andrzej Suchcitz, Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum
Polish generalship during the Polish-Bolshevik War of 1919-1920
Abstract: The paper will present the differing military traditions of the new
Polish Army’s generals (three different partitions plus those from the
Legions) and how their experiences during World War I affected their
command during the war with Bolshevik Russia. It will also focus on the
strategies and tactics used by the commanders to greater o lesser affect.
Ultimately it was no mean feat to forge a general officers corps in such a
short time and under such difficult circumstances, which under Piłsudski
defeated the Bolsheviks in a series of brilliant actions in the summer and
early autumn of 1920.
Anna Stefanicka, Piłsudski Institute London
Pilsudski’s Legions and Importance of women in Pilsudski’s army
Abstract: Introduction to the formation of Josef Pilsudski’s Legions and
their first skirmishes with the Russian army. The vital roles of women
serving in Pilsudski’s Legions. Consequences and unexpected
conclusions for their unique contribution.

Also additional lecturers, full details yet to be confirmed

Poland’s greatest hero and perhaps greatest leader was Józef Piłsudski.
He is regarded as the father of the Polish post WWI independence movement
and the person who single handedly made Poland’s independence a reality.
In a word, the father of the Polish nation. Thanks to Piłsudski’s military genius
Poland was able to defeat the Soviet Red Army in 1920 in the battle called
Vistula Miracle, stop the Russian Revolution spreading into the Western
Europe and defend the newly regained independence and position of Poland
within Europe.

Polish Heritage UK Conference, 16th June 2018
at
the Polish Embassy in London

The 100th Anniversary of Polish
Independence
The dedication and the depth of work done by the Polish Heritage Society
UK is unprecedented and outstanding in their promotion of Polish History and
Culture. As their motto says The Polish Heritage Society are an English Charity
with a Polish Heart, and what a huge heart it is.
The Polish Heritage Society UK conferences have covered many key moments in
European History illuminating the input of the Poles. The first conference
covered the leadership of Polish Generals in World II amongst them General
Anders, General Sosabowski and General Maczek. This was followed The Polish
Section of the S.O.E. and the very special British agent, Krystyna Skarbek
(Christine Granville), Winston Churchill’s favourite spy.
Over the last three years, the Polish Heritage Society UK conferences featured
the First Armoured Division and its Commander General Maczek, then the very
interesting subject of Polish Underground State, and the last year’s conference

featuring the Polish Air Force (PAF) Squadrons 303 and 302 in the Battle of
Britain.
We can only sit back and wait to hear about the details of how the map of
Central Europe was changed in 1918 and when Poland yet again took her rightful
place in Europe a 100 years ago. Its unfortunate geographical position has meant
that it has been attacked and partitioned by neighbouring powers, but despite
all of this or perhaps because of it, the Polish Nation have played an important
role in European history.
The Polish Heritage Society UK is a credit to Poland, to Polish history having
taken part in organising their first conference 4 years ago at RCDS (The Royal
College in Defence Studies) together with the BCMH (British Commission for
Military History).

Marshal Józef Piłsudski and Jan Ignacy Paderewski in Warsaw, 10.02.1919

Dear Friends
Polish Heritage Society UK Conferences are complex events that could
not happen without the support and advice of many people who devoted
an incredible amount of time to make these Military History
Conferences to stand up to the scrutiny of historians. Polish Heritage
Society UK would like to thank the Polish Embassy for their generous
support in hosting our conferences.
Sincerely,

Dr Marek Stella-Sawicki MBE KM
www.polishheritagesociety.co.uk

