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Daquise 

1947-2017 

 

Since 1947 Daquise has welcomed many esteemed guests such as Roman Polański 
and Edward Raczyński, President of Poland in Exile, who played a part in the history 
of both Polish London and Poland. A favourite haunt of Polish émigrées and their 

British friends since World War II. 
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What better winter warmer than a bowl of soup?  Sampling the 

Polish soup at Daquise….chef Zygmunt Bonitka and Mrs Jadwiga 

Morozewicz (“Ciocia”) back in February 1988.   

Some of London’s best soup staging posts, however have never 

followed the lazy British habits of “dilute to taste”.  At Daquise,                       

20 Thurloe Street, SW7, there might be thick layers of Warsaw snow 

outside  judging by the thick and hearty fare on the Polish menu.                  

This welcoming restaurant offers a war, club like atmosphere enjoyed 

by numbers of Polish emigres tucking into fir favourites such as the 

excellent dish of herring in sour cream, onions and potato. 
           Evening Standard, Friday 26th February 1988 
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This great Polish institution  - more a family café than a grand restaurant – is 

a gem in an area not known for modest prices.  Daquise was where Christine 

Keeler regularly met with Yevgeny Ivanov, the Soviet Naval Attache……. 

There is something irresistibly romantic about Daquise, the Polish Restaurant 

in South Kensington….Toby Young, Restaurant Spy…. 
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The allure of Mittel-European cafes was invoked at the recent launch of the 
Wolseley, but the real thing has been humming along in South Kensington 
since just after the Second World War. It is the sort of place cherished by 
impoverished writers and practised intriguers who can spin out a cup of 
coffee for the time it takes to compose a story. Owners have come and gone, 
none quite so picturesque as Serge Ganjou and his wife who, as 'Juanita' of 
'The Ganjou Brothers and Juanita', would sit, literally, in the palm of her 
husband's hand…..                        Evening Standard, Thursday 15 January 2004 
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Reflections on the last 70 years of Daquise.  Above: General Wladyslaw Anders with his wife in London 1956.                                      

Below: HE Edward Count Raczyński who performed both roles of the Ambassador of Poland and the President in 

Exile of the Polish post WWII Government.  Below right, Roman Polański whilst on location some 45 years ago.  

Frequent visitors to the Daquise restaurant.  All Copyright acknowledged. All Rights Reserved. Copyright MSS 

Consulting 2017. http://www.polishheritage.co.uk   All Enquires: mssconsulting@hotmail.co.uk 
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Guess 

Who? 


