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Polish Heritage Society UK was set up 
12 years ago in 2011 as a registered 
British Charity by a group of people who 
were on the committee for the build of 
the Polish Allied Armed Forces 
Monument in THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM in Alrewas in 2008/2009. 
Some of these people were interested in 
promoting Poland and its History and 
Heritage.  From an initial meeting grew 
the idea of Polish Heritage Society UK.



National Memorial Arboretum, September 2009



National Memorial Arboretum, 
September 2009
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PHS UK Strategic Aims:
 (i) To continue the historic relationship 
between UK and Poland 
(ii)To bring community awareness of such 
historic links 
(iii) To work with other Polish Groups in the 
common interest of maintaining Polish 
Heritage in the UK 

HRH the Duke of Kent

Field Marshal the Lord Guthrie
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The original Trustees of PHS UK invested £1000 each.                               
We were lucky to also received some Testament behests. 
Currently we have 5 Directors, 1 Trustee and 1 Company 
Secretary who all have a genuine passion for Polish history. 

Dr. Andrzej          Teresa                   Ela                  Jurek           Dr.  Marek       Małgosia         Krzysztof           Hanka               Basia
Meeson        Stella-Sawicka     Mallhome  Scibor Kaminski Stella-Sawicki   Alterman     Januszewski  Januszewska   Korzeniowska 
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: PHS Heritage Plaques

Jan Herman Zukertort, a world class Chess Champion. Music – Sir Andrzej 
Panufnik, the famous composer living in England. Sir Joseph Rotblat, a physicist 
who worked in Alamo, New Mexico, on the development of the Nuclear bomb 
that hit Hiroshima.  He left as he disagreed with the policy. 
In the Polish Army, General Anders of Monte Cassino 1944 fame, of course and 
General Sosabowski who lead the Polish Airborne Brigade in the Battle of 
Arnhem, September 1944. PHS UK Chairman is the author of a book about this 
battle (A Debt of Dishonour). Polish Enigma Cryptographers at their base in 
Felden, Herts.  The Polish Navy, Central London.
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Grave Renovations
Krystyna Skarbek, she was called Churchll’s favourite spy and worked for SOE.                                                                 
General Marian Kukiel - World War II General and Military Historian. 
Prince Joseph Poniatowski who worked with Napoleon 3rd, and was a composer and 
musician.  He was exiled to England after Revolution broke out on the streets of Paris.  
Some of you might remember the Mass in F performance written by Prince Poniatowski 
and discovered by MSS in the British Library. It was performed at Westminster Cathedral 
Hall. The whole Poniatowski family came over from Paris for the performance. 
Polish Generals Swirski and Zahorski, in defence of Polish borders just before World 
War Two. General Gorzechowski, Commander of Polish Military Police and                                        
Battle of Brześć. Hanka Januszewska cordinates these renovations.



General Kukiel
Krystyna Skarbek
(Christine Granville)





General 
Gorzechowski
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since 1831, 1863,1939-45, 1982, 2023
What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Statues

The Chopin Statue in the centre of Manchester, built in 
Deansgate, next to the Old Library and is based both on 
Chopin’s Revolutionary Etude of 1831, and on the theatre 
play called “November Night/Noc Listopadowa”.  The 
statue was sculpted by Robert Sobocinski to a original 
design by PHS UK. The Polish community in Manchester 
were actively involved in this major project.



Chopin’s Legacy in England & Scotland
in 1848 and now

A story of 2 theatre plays & 
2 undiscovered paintings…   

2 monuments… 
and Jane Stirling’s 

unrequited love of Chopin





Fryderyk Chopin Statue in Manchester unveiled in 
2011 by Polish Ambassador to the Court of St James
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Chopin in the Southbank
Chopin Statue Renovation - South Bank.  Following a 40 year disappearance of 
Chopin’s statue by Bronislaw Kubica, winner of a Polish National Competition for a 
statue to gift to the people of the UK as a ‘thank you’ for their help in WWII.  It was 
unveiled in 1974 by Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester. The statue disappeared. 
PHS UK eventually tracked it down thanks to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
and direct help from the homeless people of the Southbank in 2011. The statue was 
found in a derelict condition, with no plinth.  PHS paid for its renovation in Poznan, a 
new plinth was organised, transportation there and back to the UK followed by 
installation and re-unveiling by HRH Duke of Gloucester. Currently 2 theatres in 
Worcester and Cirencester are working with us on the “Rescuing Chopin” play for its 
Premiere on 27th January 2024. A play in 2 acts.





Signed: Property of Stirling Sisters – Gift from Chopin in Paris



The original Chopin statue Appeal poster and young sculptor B. Kubica from Warsaw 
whilst visiting Southbank in 1975.  Above a new plinth as delivered from Poznań.





HRH the Duke of Gloucester
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Bronze Busts

Chopin Busts were commissioned for the 200th anniversary 
of Chopin’s birth and donated to Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire, The London Borough of Ealing to its Gothic 
Town Hall, and the Club Ognisko. Busts of Marie Curie 
Skłodowska were commissioned, paid for and donated to                              
The Cancer Hospital Wimbledon and a Cancer hospice in 
Hampstead in memory of Dr Andrzej Meeson - Kielanowski 
who died in 2012 and was a founding member of PHS UK. 

Chopin Bust at Ognisko Polskie



Trinity Laban Conservatoire by Thames                    
Marie Curie Cancer Hospice in 
Hampstead
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: 9 Annual Conferences

Held at the RCDS and Polish Embassy/Consulate on a variety of military history subjects such as: 

1. Polish Military Leadershipin in the Second World War (2 day conference at RCDS)
2. The Polish Section of SOE and Poland’s Silent & Unseen 1940-45 (Cicho Ciemni) 
3. General Maczek – An Assessment of Leadership, the Polish Armoured Brigade
4. The Polish Underground State during WW2 
5. The Battle of Britain – The Polish Story 
6. The Military Road to Polish Independence 1914 – 1921 
7. Building The Polish Army in the Middle East 1941-43 
8. The Formation of the Polish 2nd Corps under General Anders
9. The Italian Campaign, Battle of Monte Cassino, Bologna and Ancona



PHS annual 
conference



PHS Conference Proceedings
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Exhibition Donations

The Conrad Society for Joseph Conrad Exhibition in POSK (2012) 
Polish Émigré Artists (Sheffield) 
10th Anniversary exhibition of build of Monument in National 
Memorial Arboretum in POSK and in Wilno Centre Manchester 
Exhibition of best Polish Sculpture on Southend Pier for 6 
months during London Olympic Games in 2012 (0.25 million 
visitors). 



Wilno Centre in Manchester
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Strategic Community 
Spends & Donations

Our largest investment and donation was for Ognisko Club. 
£22,000.00 + full cost of scaffolding for the repair and renovation 
of the Grade 2 listed front façade, excluding the balcony, which 
had already been commissioned to a 3rd party.  We also paid for 
some repairs to the roof and to some windows. The Project was 
delivered to the satisfaction of Westminster City Council. 
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Annual Cenotaph 
Parade in November - Remembrance Sunday
We are also involved on a national scale in The Remberance 
Sunday Parade - after initially working with SPK,                                   
The Association of Polish ex - Combatants on organising the Polish 
contingent, we became the only Polish contact for the British 
Royal Legion for the Polish contingent, as co-ordinated by Hanka 
Januszewska. For the 80th anniversary of WW2, PHS UK was 
invited to be represented at the Royal Albert Hall celebration.



Rem. Sunday, November  2022
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Public Concerts

Several Concerts including Wojciech Kilar at The Embassy and                       
The Polish Tango at The White House, Poniatowski Mass in F                                 

at Westminster Cathedral Hall, Andrzej Panufnik Concert. 
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What Polish Heritage Society UK Does: Media Channels and 
Digital Marketing
PHS UK, IPMH, IPMH Digital Library - Campaigns:                                                            
Website, Twitter X, Facebook, Zoom, Eventbrite
Our Platforms: IONOS Cloud, WordPress





++ Polish  Legacy in England & Scotland 
since 1831, 1863,1939-45, 1982, 2023

The Institute of Polish Military History - IPMH
An online Educational Institute that delivers online lectures on Polish military history, 
given by international world class historians via the Zoom Platform. The Dean of the 
Faculty of Military History is Jarek Garlinski, son of the famous Polish Historian Jozef 
Garlinski. Our Director of the Research Dept is Basia Korzeniowska who runs lectures on 
techniques for research etc. Our research Dept helps students with their personal history 
projects. Each academic year has two semesters, autumn and spring. Currently we have 
32 lecturers working with the Institute, including several senior military professionals. 
Our current programme of lectures runs up to Easter 2024. Our lectures are marketed in 
the UK and USA via the Kosciuszko Foundation in New York, operating in 2 or 3 time 
zones in the USA and Europe. 
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Future Projects:

We are in the planning stages of a professional theatre 
production of a two act play about ‘Rescuing Chopin’ – the 
Southbank Story. This is planned to go ahead at Worcester 
Guildhall in the New Year. A BBC theatre production 
director is working with PHS on this project !
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Future Projects:
We are always researching new topics and new lecturers to move 
our projects forward, and looking back over the 12 years of our 
existence, I hope you will agree that we seem to be doing 
something right, as PHS has been awarded a total of 14 Polish 
Government medals 
Chairman – 8 
3 Directors x 2 each 
A total of 14 medals in PHS UK



Ends

http://www.polishheritage.co.uk

Chopin’s Legacy in England & Scotland

Website, 
Twitter X, 
Facebook, 
Eventbrite
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